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Course description

This course deals with the two closely connected topics of electoral systems and party competition in
ethnically heterogeneous democracies. With regard to the first topic, electoral systems, we will focus on
the promises and pitfalls of “electoral engineering”, i.e. the reform of the formal rules defining an
clectoral system with the aim of influencing the political behaviour of parties and voters. Can the right
choice of the electoral system bring stability to ethnically divided societies? Or do we rather have to see
the electoral system itself as a result of the choices of political parties? With regard to the second topic,
party competition, we will see how to classify parties as ethnic, non-ethnic and multi-ethnic, and assess
how these parties choose their strategies, taking into account voter preferences, the behaviour of their
competitors, and the incentives of the electoral system. Does party competition involving ethnic parties
necessarily lead to ethnic outbidding? Or can parties seek to represent ethnic interests without putting
the stability of multiethnic democracies under threat?

The course consists of a morning lecture and an afternoon workshop. In the afternoon workshop,
participants will apply the theoretical concepts and arguments developed in the morning lecture to
multicultural democracies in Eastern and Western Europe in the form of group assignments.
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